Will a native predator help to control

novel, range-extending urchins on
temperate reefs in Tasmania?
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Lobster prey preference experiments




Lobster prey preference experiments

Prey consumption (number of individuals) and lobster habitat
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7% Lobster diet in the wild
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36 lobsters from 4 sites = 144 lobsters
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Stomach contents analysis
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Lobster stomach Vcontents at Elephant Rock
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$ Targeted DNA testing of faecal samples
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@D Stable isotope analysis
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It’s difficult to describe the diet of a generalist predator

Lobsters can and do eat Longspined Sea Urchins

Lobster preference, predation rate and native prey abundance may reduce
the likelihood of lobsters being an effective control of barren expansion

We need to encourage additional methods of control to support lobster
predation in areas at risk of transition to urchin barren
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